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Mrs Nicola Welsh 

Qualified BTEC nursery nurse 

Myrtle Cottage 

Rackenford 

Tiverton 

Devon 

EX16 8DT 

telephone no: 01884 881272 



Little Angels and my family 

Having been a Nanny for many years, one of the nicest parts of my job was being able to bring the 

children up in their own home environment.  This has had a huge influence on the setting of Little 

Angels and has been set up in an Annexe of my home in a beautiful, peaceful village called 

Rackenford.  

 I am married with three beautiful children of my own, a daughter (10) and two sons (8 & 5). 

All three of my children now attend Rackenford School and join us for before and after school care.  

Although we are fully staffed, my husband, Steve, is part of my registered back-up team in case of 

emergencies. 

I am registered with Ofsted and able to offer high quality care for children from the ages of 3 months 

to 12 years old from the Day Care setting and my own home.  I have a BTEC National Diploma in 

Nursery Nursing (level 4) and have worked with children and their families to provide a high 

standard of care for the last 16 years.  I am now working towards my Early Years Foundation Degree 

as an Open University student; I am currently at Level 4 in Childcare.  I became a member of the 

Devon Childminding Association for 2 years and, a member of the Mid and East Childminding 

Network.  Within this time, I completed my Accreditation. 

Little Angels is currently registered as a Day-care setting during the hours 8:30am until 5.30pm term 

time and, can take 3 and 4 year old Nursery Education Funding  (Term time only). 

Children are provided with a packed lunch or a meal can be warmed at lunch time and a hot meal is 

available in the evening if required.  

We work very closely with the school and are able to provide before and after school care.  

We can, upon request, offer extended child-minding hours.  Within the childminding capacity, I have 

also had the main house registered to care for children.  This includes a downstairs playroom, 

lounge, kitchen and bedroom upstairs if the children need to sleep or rest.  (Stay overnight) 

Within our Little Angels setting, on the ground floor we have a main play room, a ‘quiet’ room, and a 

kitchen.  On the first floor we have another play room, a sleeping room and an office for staff. 

Little Angels has a contained outside play area which has a covered area, so is available daily. 

Since the out-set of running Little Angels and the childminding facility we have received two Ofsted 

inspections, the latest of which took place in November 2008.  On both of these occasions we have 

received Outstanding in all areas. 

We realise the importance of our role and responsibilities, so that the children can benefit, learn and 

have fun.  As stated at the beginning, one of our aims is to create a homely environment and, 

hopefully, a place where children will want to come back again and again.  Within this Prospectus I 

cannot answer all of your questions but, we hope to make you consider it would be worthwhile to 

ask…………Thank you. 

Nicola Welsh – Owner and manager 

 



Registration Details: 

Day care:  EY303602 

Childminding:  161473 

 

Registration Information: 

Little Angels is registered to care for 15 children at any one time under the age of 8. 

Ratio During Day Care Hours is: 

1 adult to 3 children under 2 years 

1 adult to 4 children aged 2 years 

1 adult to 8 children over 3 years 

 

Childminding 

As a registered childminder I am able to care for up to 12 children under the age of 8 years at any 

one time. 

Ratio as a Childminder is: 

1 adult to 3 children under 5 years 

1 adult to 3 children over 5 years (4 years if the child attends full-time school) 



Staff 

I currently have 2 core members of staff who are registered to work alongside me. 

Lisa who has a BTEC National Diploma in Childhood Studies and helps me organise Little Angels as 

my deputy.  Lisa has worked for me from the outset and is a key reason why the standard of 

childcare is extremely high.  Lisa has 2 daughters who attend Little Angels. 

Dawn joined us as a Student whilst studying for her BTEC National Diploma in Early Years, and 

joined us upon completing this course in May 2005. During her time with us she has completed her 

Level 4 in Childcare.  Dawn works full time and has become a key and very valuable member of the 

team.  Dawn’s loves being with the children, encouraging them to learn, grow and develop in a 

healthy and social environment. 

Gemma has joined as an apprentice and is working towards her level 3 in childcare and her first aid. 

She came to us on a school placement and has stayed in touch and is very keen to be part of our 

team. 

The core staff are all committed to staying up to date with training, which we co-ordinate to attend 

at evenings and weekends, so continuity of care is maintained. 

We all understand that although methods are proven to help children to grow, we must keep our 

minds open, so that we can gain new skills and knowledge to help each individual child grow and 

develop, to reach their own potential. 

Lisa, Dawn and I are all qualified Paediatric First Aiders. 

If you would like to know what we are doing on this front, just ask to see our Operational Plan.  This 

has all of the up to date training information, on courses that we have attended, or will be attending. 

Back-up staff 

As previously mentioned, my husband is there for emergencies but, I have two other registered 

people who live locally to provide us with cover when we need it. 

Amy, Lisa’s Sister, has become our number one back-up in the nursery.  Amy has joined us after 

becoming a mother herself and is looking forward to becoming part of our team.  

Kim has been a great support, covering for us at short notice for the last two years and the children 

seem to find her very easy to take to.  Her artistic skills have bridged the initial gap for first meeting 

children.   

ALL STAFF ARE CRB CHECKED



 

Activities for Children at Little Angels 

Whilst at Little Angels, every child is treated as an individual. They are provided with a wide selection 

of toys and activities to encourage each child to learn through their own interests. Most toys are 

available for the children to choose for themselves and there is always a wide variety out each day. 

(Please ask to see our planning, if you would like more details). Toys, equipment and planning are 

used to extend children’s learning using our daily observations and assessments of each individual 

child. 

STICKING / GLUEING / PAINTING/ DRAWING 

COOKING 

LEARNING TO RECOGNISE THEIR NAME 

LEARNING ABOUT THEIR BODY 

LEARNING COLOURS, SHAPES, AND NUMBERS 

LEARNING DAYS OF THE WEEK / MONTHS OF THE YEAR 

LEARNING ABOUT ANIMALS  

LEARNING ABOUT THE WORLD AROUND THEM 

LEARNING ABOUT CARING FOR OURSELVES AND OTHERS 

ROLE PLAYING 

USING THE COMPUTER / LAPTOP – Learning upper and lower case letters and printing 

MEMORY GAMES – E.g. What is missing from the tray? 

GUESSING GAMES – E.g.  What does it feel like? Sounds like? 

BOARD GAMES – E.g. Scrabble, Dingbats, Alpha Animals 

PHYSICAL GAMES – E.g. Twister, Places in the World 

FREE PLAY – Making choices 

FEELINGS AND EMOTIONS 

PUZZLES 

THREADING 

STORY TIME  

SAND AND WATER PLAY 

OUTDOOR PLAY – Walks in the wood, to the park, etc. / In the enclosed play area. 

TRAIN SET 

FARM SET 

DOLL’S HOUSE 

MUSIC TIME 

GAMES 

TV or VIDEO – Used in line with our projects or quiet time if needed 

PLAYSTATION – Physical activities for all ages over 3. (Playstation Eye Toy) 

OUTINGS – normally during the holidays  

We are always open to suggestions on any toys/equipment/ideas that you have found successful at 

home, as we have a list which we continue to add to and buy as we go along.



 

Children at Little Angels 

All children, whilst at Little Angels, are treated as individuals to enable each of them to reach their 

full potential.  Each child will be given opportunities to experience and take part in activities which 

will help him or her to learn new things and develop new skills; to grow and become independent.  

Your child will meet other children and learn how to share and to respect others as well as 

themselves. 

Parents/Carers will be encouraged to contribute to children’s development and learning.  You will 

always be informed of your child’s progress and what activities they have been doing.  Your child will 

have a daily diary that will inform you of what your child has done during their sessions, and a 

‘Caterpillar’ programme where observations are noted.  This builds up towards an end of term 

‘Butterfly’ report.  Please feel free to write any of your own comments, or observations, as we are 

working together to ensure your child is happy, and enjoying their learning. 

At Little Angels we spend a lot of time observing each child to ensure that through that child’s 

interests, we are providing an environment for them to feel safe, be creative and want to learn.  If 

we provide the right equipment, atmosphere, and staffing then every child’s learning will be 

extended.  We have just recently been given a new framework for us to use to ensure that every 

child is receiving a balance of the 6 areas of learning, and you will be given opportunities to see how 

we use the pack at our setting.  These are the central headings: 

¶ Personal, Social and Emotional 

¶ Communication, Language and Literacy 

¶ Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy 

¶ Knowledge and Understanding of the World 

¶ Physical Development 

¶ Creative Development 

 

By using children’s interests, providing a safe and secure setting, with lots of valid experiences, every 

child will develop and learn. This has been put into four areas by The Early Years Foundation Stage: 

Principles into Practice. They are put under 4 themes: 

¶ A Unique Child 

¶ Positive Relationships 

¶ Enabling Environments 

¶ Learning and Development 

 

Every child will receive an End of Term ‘Butterfly’ Report to show their own development in all the 

different areas......... and don’t forget every child is amazing and very individual! 

 



Opening Hours, Charges and the Nursery 
Educational Grant  

Hours: 

As Little Angels is run from my home, any hours are available although I try to keep to the hours 

between 7.00am and 6.00pm, Monday to Friday. I currently take children to the Rackenford School 

at 9.00am and collect children from the School at 3.30pm. 

Little Angels also offers full time care during school holidays. We run as a Day Care during term time 

9.00am until 5.30pm, and as registered childminders before and after these hours. 

During the holidays we run as Day Care from 9.00am until 4.30pm and child-mind around these 

hours as well. We do still occasionally child mind full days from my home when we need to, during 

the holidays to meet correct ratios, and be able to offer continuity of care to all our children.  (Any 

change in hours will be handed out at the beginning of each holiday or term). 

Little Angels currently runs a morning, afternoon or day session that are from: 

9.00am until 12.00pm 

12.30pm until 3.30pm 

9.00am until 3.30pm  

Hours may be flexible before and after these sessions to suit individual family needs. 

Little Angels is closed on all bank holidays, including the period between Christmas and New 

Year. 

Nursery Educational Grant 

I am registered to take the Nursery Educational Grant which can only be claimed term time only.  

You can claim a minimum of 2.5 and a maximum of 10 hours per day.  There is a maximum of 12.5 

hours over two days and 15 hours per week over three days.  When your child qualifies for this you 

will need to sign a parental declaration form.  You will be asked to show me your child’s birth 

certificate and have a copy of it for me to send off with the form. 

You can claim for the Early Years Grant after your child is 3. 

If your child’s 3rd birthday is between: 

1st January and 31st March, your child will be eligible from Easter (Summer Term). 

1st April and 31st August, your child will be eligible from September (Autumn Term). 

1st September and 31st December, your child be will be eligible from January (Spring Term) 

 



 

Charges: 

You will be charged monthly in advance and once you have booked for the month, there are no 

refunds. As Little Angels has a limited number of spaces available we have to charge half price for 

holidays throughout the year, (maximum of 4 weeks.  Subsequent weeks are charged at full price).  

Sessions are booked on a term by term basis.  If you are having term time only, you will be charged 

full price if you have any holidays during this time.  

Hourly Rate is: £4.05 (from January 2011)  

Snack and drink: 50p 

Breakfast: £1.00 

Dinner/Hot Meal: £1.75 

If you wish to cancel your contract with us you must give one terms notice or a minimum of 4 weeks 

if near the end of term.  

If you are late to collect your child or children, or drop off early then the hourly rate, per child, will 

apply and be added to your next bill. Late payments will be charged a penalty on the following bill. 



 

Food and Drink 

Having energy and being hydrated are important for a child to be able to learn, and concentrate. 

At all times water is made available. We have a drinking water cooler available to the children. They 

are encouraged to get their own drink from this and be independent. 

All children that are at Little Angels will be offered a drink (milk) and snack at 10.00am and at 

2.00pm. Children that have been collected from School will be offered milk and a snack at 3.45pm. 

Lunch is server at 12.00pm and tea is served at 4.45pm 

Please let us know of any dietary requirements or requests on your application. 

Snacks: 

All children are given fruit pots for snack which has a mixture of: Bananas, apples, melon, satsumas, 

raisins, grapes. 

Other snacks include: Cheese (‘strings’ or dips), sticks of carrots, cucumber & celery, bread sticks, 

crackers or rice cakes. 

Breakfast: 

Milk, orange/apple juice or a hot drink. 

Cereal (Coco Pops, Weetabix, Shreddies, etc.) 

Toast with butter, jam, marmalade, or Marmite 

Boiled egg and soldier or scrambled egg 

Bread and butter 

Yoghurts and fruit 

Dried fruit 

Meal times:  

Children are asked to be provided with a packed lunch or a meal that can be warmed if needed for 

lunch time.  We would encourage all parents to include fruit and vegetables with their meals so that 

we can aim to work towards every child receiving at least five pieces of fruit and vegetables to keep 

them fit and healthy! A hot meal is available in the evening if required. There is a wide selection of 

meals that are cooked, like: Spaghetti Bolognese; lasagne; macaroni cheese, home made pizza etc. 

All served with vegetables. Puddings are also provided which are yogurts, custard, rice pudding, fruit 

etc. The parents and children are involved in the selection of meals so please offer any ideas!   

All parents will be informed how well their child has eaten all day and any likes of dislikes.   

 
 



Kind words 

We are very fortunate to have received some positive feedback from parents during our time.  

Below is a sample of some of these: 

 

‘After looking at most of the pre-schools in the Tiverton area, I was quite relieved 

when I found yours!  What a wonderful place – clean, bright, welcoming and with 

very helpful and friendly staff.  By far and away, the best I have seen.’ 

 

‘Thank you for looking after me (and mummy) so well in my first week at Little 

Angels.  I have had a lovely time.’ 

 

‘Congratulations on your ‘Outstanding’ Ofsted report.  Confirming what all the 

mothers already knew.’ 

 

‘Never have we felt so much love and a family atmosphere together with the 

highest efficiency, we will always recommend you.’ 

 

‘Many, many congratulations at your OUTSTANDING success with Ofsted.  I am so 

proud to have my child at Little Angels........You’re wonderful!’ 

 

 

I hope you have enjoyed finding out about Little Angels, and it has answered many questions. Please 

do not hesitate to get in touch if you would like to arrange a visit or would like a registration form.                 

I look forward to working with you to support your ‘Little Angels ‘and watch them grow into happy, 

well balanced, confident individuals to be proud of. 


